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Amendment thus negatived.
Schedule put and passed.
Title, Preamble-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.

House adjourned at 10.48 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Minister for Mines: Return of

exemptions pranted during the year
ended 30th June, 1014.

By the Premier: 1, Report of admin-
istration of endowment trust nder the
Public Education Endowment Act. 2,
Correspondence relating to the recent

political crisis in Tasmania. 3, Report of
Public Service Commissioner for the year
ended 30th June, 1014.

By the Attorney General: 1, Amend-
ment of Supreme Court rules. 2, New
regulations tinder the Electoral Act,
1907. 3, Annual report of the Depart-
mient of Land Titles.

By the Minister for Works: 1, By-
laws of the Beverley roads board. 2,
By-laws of the municipalities of Kal-
goorlie, Leederville, North Fremantle,
and Guildford.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
Onl motion by Mr. LAYMAN leave of

absence for twvo weeks granted to the
hon. member for Claremont (Mr. Wis-
dom) on the ground of urgent private
business.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.
The PREMIE R (Hon. J. Scaddan-

Browuleili-Ivanhoc) moved-
That for the remainder of the session

the Standig Orders be suspended to
enable inessages from the Legislative
Couuncil to be taken into consideration
on the day on which they are received;
also, so far as to admit of the report-
ing and adopting of the resolutions of
the Committees of Supply and Ways
and Me ans on the same day on which
they shall have passed those Commit-
tees.
Question passed.

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 2) £1,460,000:

Message.
Message from the Governor received

and read recommending appropriation in
connection with the Bill.

Committee of Supply.
The House having resolved into Com-

mittee of Supply, Mr. Holman in the
Chair,

The PREMIER moved-
That there be granted to His

Majesty on account of the service of

959



960 [ASSEMBLY.]

the year ending 30th June, 1915, a
stem not exceeding £1,450,000.

He said: In submitting the motion, way
I take this opportunity of saying that on
my consulting the leader of the Opposi-
tion, that hon. gentleman concurred in
sufficient supply being granted to carry
us to the end of December, thereby en-
abling Parliament to be called together
before the close of the present calendar
year for the p~urpose of passing the An-
nual Estimates. It will be appreciated
that the Government could probably heave
managed on three months' supply, carry-
ing uts to the end of November. Person-
ally, however, 1 consider that if such a
thing as a change of Ministry should
eventuate the new Ministers should be
afforded an opportunity of looking round
before being called upon to frame Esti-
mates, particularly under the conditions
obtaining at the present time. Again,
even from the point of view of the pre-
sent Administration things are changing
from week to week under existing condi-
tions; and it is not desirable to present
to Paxliament Estimates which cannot
be relied upon, if such a course can pos-
sibly be avoided. Thus it will probably
be found that this year's Estimates will
be introduced later than. otherwise would
be the case. Again, may I say that the
amount asked for uender this Bill is based
on the expenditure for the same period
of last year. It will be noted that the
amount asked for from General L~oan
Fund is small. That circumstance is due
to the fact that the amount already
granted under the previous Supply Bill
is not yet exhausted. The balance of that
authoirisation, with the supplies now
asked for, will, it is expected, carry us
on to the end of December, under or-
dinary conditions.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I recognise
that a general election is to take place
shortly, and I fully acknowledge we must
have sufficient time to formulate the Es-
timates, more especially under the pre-
sent unfortunate conditions. I should
like to ask the Premier now as to whether
we wvill be able to get the balance sheets
of the trading concerns before the House
rises. Two months have already expired

since the close of the financial year, and
we are just about as much in the dark
as ever in connection with the operations
of these undertakings.

The PREMIER: In regard to the
question raised by the lender of the Op-
position the lion. member must appre-
ciate the fact that to comply with the
Trading Concerns Act it is not only
necessary to prepare a balance sheet but
to have it audited by the Audit Depart-
inen t.

HOn. Frank Wilson: It should be
audited by this time.

The PREMIER: Before the Trading
Concerns Act was passed the Audit De-
p~artment was not called upon to audit
these particular accounts, and the Audi-
tor General found it difficult to present
his report in time for hon. members to
peruse when considering the Estimates
about October. Under ordinary circum-
stances the Audit Department is fully
occupied in auditing the general accounts
without including the trading accounts.
Before these accounts can be touched,
balance sheets have to be prepared by the
departments concerned, and as the finan-
cial year does not close until practically
the middle of July, it is impossible to
have the balance sheets ready for the
Auditor General in the period which has
expired so that they may he audited and
p~resented to Parliament. There is really
not the urgency to the extent that other
work should be set aside so that these
balance sheets might be audited in order
to have them presented to Parliament im-
mediately after the close of the financial
year. f will, however, see that the de-
partments concerned expedite the pre-
paration of the balance sheets in my Own
interest as much as that of the hon. mem-
ber.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We have
had promises in regard to these balance
sheets since the trading concernis were
started, and we have also had promises
in regaird to the general finances, and
we know how far they have been kept.
The question is one of having the posi-
tion put clearly before the country, so
that it might be discussed intelligently.
Private companies -who carry on opera-
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tions of the magnitude of our trading
concerns are obliged to have their ac-
counts out within a couple of months
after the termination of the year.

The Premier: But they have only one
trading concern.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I would
urge upon the Premier the desirability of
having these accounts audited in the pro-
per time, and if the Audit Department
are not able to do the work, we should
adopt business lines and have special
auditors ap.pointed for the purpose. Wer
dio not want to wvait 12 months for the
audit of these aecounts. The position
must he detrimental to the Government,
becanse the cash returns cannot show the
true position of these huge undertakings,
and it is necessary that the shareholders,
the people who find thle mooney, should
know how I hey stand.

Hon. J. 7'VITCHELL: I should have
liked to hear the Premier make a fuller
explanation in regard to the finuances. of
course, T recognise it is diflneult for him
to do that just now, but I think it is
more i mpjorta nt that the trading accounts
should he audited than that the general
work of the Audit Depart ment should
receive first attention. The trading enn-

corns have been going onl for two or
three years, and thle public are beginning
to become anxious about the result. I
have already pointc(1 out I hat this vast
expenditure of money has not found
employent for one additional man. The
steamships have not employed one more
manl on the coast.

The Premier: What about the imple-
mnent works, and what about the saw-
mills?

Hon. J. AMITCHELL: The sawmills
ima" be temporarily employing men, but
if the Premier hadl not cut thie sleepers at
the sawmills the y would have been cut
by hiewers. The vast sum of money
which has beeni employed in the State
enterprises night hanve been used in re-
productive works. This is thle time when
the Premier should make a fairlyv full
financial statement. It will be thle last
opportunity we shall have of discussing
the finances in this session of Parlia-
ment, and the last occasion the Premier

will have of faking the public into his
confidence. We know that the Govern-
ment have been putting off men.

Hon. AV. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : That is wrong.

Hon. J. -MITCHELL: We know that
inl thle agricultural (listriets and in the
Minister for Leads' own electorate, they
have put off men. We knowv, too, that
the Agricultural Bank has only paid 50
per cent. of its obligations, but the
Premier declared tlhat lie would rectify
that as soon as possible. I hope to-day
that lie will lie able to tell us that this
has; been done. The Premier should take
us into his confidence in regard to all
these matters. If there is one institution
that should meet its oblig~ations it is the
Agricultural Bank, and I enter my pro-
test agan st the manner in wh~ich the
Premier has dealt with this institut ion.
If thie pa 'yments lad not been curtailed
a good dieal] would h~ave been clone to
preveint the reduction of employment,
The Government must keel) men em-
ploy' ed as far as possible, and so legislate
that work will not be affected in the
slightest degree. No man should be out
of employment if it is possible to keep
him in em ploymeil t. tong before there
was any- necessity to do so, the Govern-
meat put off manv men.

The Premier: That is absolutely in-
correct.

Hon. WV. (". Angwin (H-onorary Mlin-
ister) :I canl fancY you telling t hat yaqrn
iii the bu sh, but I will be hnged& if vou
wvill le believed here.

The Premier: You are a huge joke.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier

says it is a huge joke.
The Premier: No. I saidl you were a

huge joke.
I-on. J. AltITCHELL: The Premier

will have to answer to the workers for
the trouble he has caused them, and to
the people of tlie country for his faulty
administration.

Mr. LANDER : I cannot agree with
the member for. Northanm when he has
thle audacity to tell us that more men
have been out of employment since this
Government were in power than was the
case before. Thle very opposite is the
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fact. The Labour Government gave the
farmers last year over £500,000, and how
much of it was paid back? The Govern-
mnent of which the member for Northam
was a member advanced the farmers
£250,000, and he shook them up to see
that ntearly the whole of it was repaid.
It is all very well for the hon. member to
make these bald statements, which lie
knows are quite incorrect. A lot more
tijet. have beet, employed by this Govern-
nieat than was ever the case before. No
doubt it is the hon. member's electioneer-
ing cry. The hon. member told the
people before the last general elections
that if the Labour Government were re-
turned lto powei the honies tvonld he
taken froni the workers. I mayl tefl the
lion, member that we have not taken any
homes from them, and] if he goes about
the countr 'y he will find that the Labour
party have given assistance in every
possible way. I dto not think many
settlers have been paid on the 50 per
cent. basis by the Agricultural Bank. It
is ridiculous for the member for Nortli
to raise such cries.

TIhe PREMIER: The ho0n. mecmiber for
N~ortham will always find me read 'y to
give him information that is available.
and is to the point. Naturally one wvouldl
expect that the lion. gentleman, whlo was
on one occasion Minister for JInd.ustries,
would know something about the indus-
tries and the expenditure of nablic finds
upon themi, but the bon. member has
p~aid so much attention to his own affnirs
of late that he has forgotten, and we
know that his statements are absolutely
inaccurate. As the hint. member has
asked Inc to give him some information,
I will do so. The lion, member 'nay not
know. but his leader will know, that it
is net usual to appear on the money'
market for the purposes of raising loan
funds if that niarket is not considered
favourable at the moment, or when in
the opinion of our advisers in London
it is deemed advisable to hold off until
the market is better. No one but the
hon, member for Northam. not even the
Kaiser himself, knew a month before
that war would be declared betwveen
Britain and Germany, hut the hon. mem-

her is all knowing in these things, and
no doubt, although everybody else did not
know it, he knew it. Up to the moment
when war wvas declared, naturally we
carried on business tinder normial con-
ditions. We undertook that the Agricul-
tural Bank should be found money. We
had committed ourselves to an expendi-
ture of £000,000 for improvements on
agricultural lands and we deemed up to
that mnomien t that we were in a position
to meet that and even further engage-
inents. We have had to depend within
recent years, due to various causes, on
loan funds to finance the Agricultural
Bank. The Agricultural Bank is after
all not a bank but a lending
institution acting on behalf of the Trea-
sury, and it leaves a wrong impression
when people use the term that the -Agri-
cultural Bank is not meeting its oblig-a-
tions. It appears to indicate tiai the
bank is not meeting its obligations, but
that is niot so. Recognising that the
Agricultural Bank has not funds of its
own to work on, which it will have in a
few Years time, due to the actions of the
Labour Government, wve have had to
depend on the funds available on loan
account. As I say, wvar was declared
very suddenly between Germany and
Britain, whioh closed the money market
in London. When she wvar was declared
I w'as adv'ised by the Agent General to
conserve nor funds in this State, as none
could be made available from that end.
Under ordinary circumstances, although
our position was not very bright, we had
a fair amount of money in London still
we were alwvays able to carry on wvith
lie assistance of the London and West-

minster County Bank, but we were not
able to foresee that this crisis would
occur, and we did not go on the market
as it is not usual to go on the market
before it is necessary and thus have a
lot of money lying idle and not earning
anything. We kept off the market as
long as possible, and our funds were not
as bright as they might have been. We
had a certain amount of funds in cash
deposited at the various banks, and yet
the member for Northam suggests that,
in order to meet the undue demand of
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the moment of people running into the
Agricultural Bank with their certificates
and asking to be paid, to obtain, in many
cases, large quantities of stores to hold,
we should have patted with all the mo-
ney which was available. If the bon.
member thinks that should have been
(lone, I view it from an entirely differ-
ent point of view. I recognise fully that
in not paying the full amount of the
certificate we 'nay cause some hardship,
but I gave an assurance that at the
earliest possible moment that I would
wnake arrangements to pay the whole
amount. These arrangements have been
made and completed. Whether thc Ag-
ricultural Bank has the money Available
at the moment I am not in a position to
say, but I have signed a receipt for the
notes I have purchased by having re-
tained a certain amount of money that
the member for Northam has said I'
should have handed over at once to the
farmers. In view of the fact that the
lion, member for Northam has asked me
to state the particulars as to the finances,
perhaps this would be the best oppor-
tunity to explain our position in con-
nection with the carrying ou of puhlic
works. The hon. member for Northam
says there is no reason why we Should
not emnploy every man who is out of
employment.

lion. J. Mitchell I said nothing of
the kind.

The PREMIER The hon. member
said that no one should be out of work
it it is possible to find eibiployment for
him.

Ron. J1. Mitchell: That is a very dif-
ferent thing.

The PREMIER: Of course no one
should be out of work if it is possible
to find employment for him, and no one
will be unemployed if it is possible to em-
ploy him. We have kept many' men em-
ployed up to the present when it has not
paid uts to do so. We have not taken
advantage, as some of the friends of the
lion. members opposite have done, of
poor helpless girls and reduced their
wvages when they had been working for
employers on Government contracts. I

assert that other than on works that
were completed we have not dismissed
men. WVe have kept men on.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Do you say that in
all secriousness 9

The PREMIER : In all seriousness.
Orders were issued by the Minister of
every department that no man was to be
put off because of slackness of work, an1

the only men who were put off at all were
me" on works which were completed,
and they would have been put off in
ordinary circumstances.

Hon. J. Mitchell :Is that so9

Tire PREMIER :It is so and that is
all that has occurred to-day. Let me
point out that so far as the implement
works Are cotinerired, the manager twvo
weeks ago pointed out that work was
falling off and he suggested means of get-
tinz over the difficulty. What he sug-
gested I am not prepared to say just
now: it would not be desirable. I got
the departmental officers together and
discussed the difficulties and possibili-
ts of the future, to see if we could

arrive at some method of continuing
operations in all departments and also
perhaps find the ways and means of
absorbing some of the men wbh ad been
thrown out of employment, due to other
works closing. The first meeting of de-
partmental officers with their Ministerial
heads will be held to-morrow morning.
We are meeting tire position as expedi-
tiously as possible, lion, members must
recognise this fact, that we can only
keep men employed so long as we can
find the money to pay the wages and the
salaries, It has been generally stated
and regularly reported that the Comn-
inonwenlih were finding us, through their
note issue, all the money which we
require to continue all the public
works at their current volume. After
the conference of Premiers in Mel-
bourne. which I did not attend.
thme general discussion and decision
iii many eases was confidential and
secret, but they gave to the Press
a statement. That statement was drawn
up by the Hon. Mr. Kay, Honorary Min-
ister, Mr. Holman, the Premier of New
South Wales, and Mr. Hughes, ex-Attor-
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ney General, and in that statement the
three following paragraphs occuirred:

After exhaustive discussion arrange-
ments were made which the conference
was satisfied will amply cope with the
sit nation.

The States all have large loan
obligations in the shape of public
works and developmental undertalkings,
and] it was decided to do everything
possible to avoid the dislocationi of in-
dustry that might be involved in thie
stopipage or curtailment of these ex-
penidit urea.

The conclusion arrived at by the
c:onfe,'cnce wvill allow, we believe, with
adequate care, the Federal and State
public works to be maintained un-
intcrruptedlly. Arrangements were
made which will enable these to hie
maintained at their full current
Volume.

If that does mean anything in English
it means that the conference arranged
with the Federal Treasurer to provide the
States with all the funds they required
to carry on public works at the full cur-
rent volume, that is the Volume existing
ait the itomient. I never anticipated that
such would be the ease. I have never
believed at an;' time that such w ould be
the case. I recog-nise, as the Federal
Treasurer recog-nised, thant we have under
existing conditions to be careful in the
way of expending the public funds, and
that we should miake every pound go as
far as possible, naturally enough. and
when I asked the departments, at the
request of the Federal Treasurer, to pro-
vide aic with certain figures in connection
with the expenditure of last year, and
the like requirements for this year, I
told the Under Treasurer to give the
Federal Treasurer all the particulars that
hie required. As a matter of fact, I told
the Under Treasurer to open the Trea-
surv to the Federal Treasurer and let
him know exactly our position. The
Under Treasurer' saw the Federal Trea-
starer and lie knew the position as well
as I knew it. or as far as hie desired.
The Federal Treasurer had asked me to
submit a full statement of our flinancial
position, the luan expenditure of last

year, and what we proposed for this
year. I obtained these figures and sent
them over. I asked the departments to
recognise the present position and cut
down the amount to the lowest possible
figure. The requirements submit ted by
the departments amounted to £197,000 a
month, The loan expenditure last, year
was £240,000 a month. I am speaking
fromn menior -y, but I think I am correct.
Their requirements were certainly
£C197,000 a month. I concluded in con-
ference with Ministers that we could not
be exp~ected to find such an amount iii
the existing circumstances, and that we
ought to cut it down to £:130,000 per
month. But that did not include the
September month because we had so
many of the commitments that we could
not reduce it below £160,000. T sent
over all these figures to the Prime Mlin-
ister and the Federal Treasurer. When
the statement caine to me officially signed
by the Prime Minister I immediately
telegraphed as follows:-

On first page official rep~ort of Pre-
miers' conference prepared for Press
three paragraphs appear commencing
"A~ f ter exhaustive discussion" and
concluding "ma intained their full cur-
rent value."

Those are the three paragraphs I have
already read. The telegrm continued-

Do we rightlly understand from this
that you will guarantee sufficient notes
on the basis agreed to to enable us to
minttain public works developmnental
undertakings at their full current
value. Our wire to you on this
matter gives renuirements of depart-
ments on the basis of considerable re-
duction on loan expenditure which
nin s eonsecquen t red uct ion of avenues
of employment.

The fact is that we have not the money
with which to pay the men, and you
catimot employ men without money to
pay them. I anticipated that when I
received an official report of the decisions
arrived at by the conference that prob-
ably T might have been going to do an
injuiry to the State of Western Australia,
that p)erhiaps T had been misinformed re-
garding the decisions arrived at, and that
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the other States would be able, with the
help of the Federal Treasurer, to keep
the public works going, and I wanted this
State to come in on the same basis, I
did not want to cut down expenditure
upon public works if the other States
were not being compelled to (10 likewise.
Why should I consider matters from the
point of view of moderation as suggested,
unless the other States were put in the
same position? To put the matter right
.I telegraphed to the Prime Minister in
the direction I have already indicated,
pointing out definitely and distinctl 'y that
a reduction of all loan expenditure mneant
a consequent reduction of avenues of em-
ployment. This is the reply I received-

Willh reference to your telegram of
the 26th August consider the basis you
name is quite high enough and inoclera-
tion had better be observed. (Signed)
Joseph Cook.

Yet wve hanve the spectacle of Federal
Treasurer Sir John Forrest sending a
wireless tclezramn fromn the boat off
Alban 'y to the muayor of Albany inform-
ing him that hie (Sir John Forrest) had
made arrangements to finance the harbour
improvements at Albany and asking him
for his support for himself and the Lib-
eral Senators.

Ron. J. Mitchell: They have given you
what you asked for.

The PIREMTIER: No, they have not.
We asked for what was suggested in the
conference. When the question was dis.
cussed with Sir John Forrest he held the
samne vie"' as we all held, namely, that
it was essential thnt we should curtail
our loan expenditure except in the direc-
tion of reproducing something which
would be of value in the future, that we
could not be expected to go on with
public works which would be necessary
under ordinary conditions where the
State was expanding, its population in-
creasing, and its industries developing
in every way, because to-day they must
for a period at aill events remain s tation-
ary until such time as we get over the
crisis. No one who is a business man
would ask us as business men to 9-o on
spending money upon public works at

this juncture by which we would get our
finances into an even worse condition
than they are now. The general impres-
sion, however, amongst the public is that
the Commonwealth Government have
advanced all the notes that we require,
but that is not so. Of course if the Fed-
eral Treasurer were to guarantee this I
could go on with public works uninter-
ruptedly.

Hon. J. IMitchell : You would buy more
steamers with the money.

The PRE1iIER: 'This is one of the
reasons why 1 opposed at the Premiers'
conference the proposal submitted by the
Federal Treasurer, that the Federal Gov-
ernment should take over control of
State debts and place them in ihe hands
of the Speaker of the House of Represen-
tatives, the Chief Justice of the Federal
J-livli Court, and t1e President of the
Senate, namely, three Federal officers.
.I opposed this because I feared that a
Government -which was not synipathetic
to the State Governments might take con-
trol over the manner in which mioney was
to be expended. And here we find is the
first proof of this, the first proof of
where the Federal Government have de-
finitely told uts that we must moderate
our expenditure. They say that what I
suggested was quite high enough and that
moderation had better be observed. As
I have said, I can only spend the money
that I have, and under existing circum-
stances I must depend upon the Federal
Treasurer if the public works of the
State are to be carried out, But do not
forget that I havre to find 2-5 per cent, in
cash before I get these notes, I have
first of all (o find 25 per cent, in gold
and if j have not the cash available I can-
not find the gold. I then have to give
Treasury' bills upon which I have to pay
4 per cent. What is the positionV I do
not care what the Government is that is
in power in the Federal Parliament,
but whilst I amn here as Treasurer of the
Sidle of Western Australia I am going
to demand a fair deal, I am going to tell
the people what this means. I anticipated
that I would require £132,000 per month
for thle next 12 months. That, at all
events, is the figure to which I have cut
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down the expenditure, and that wvill mean
that 1 will have to give Treasury bills at
the rate of £132,000 a month for thle next
12 mtonths upon which 1 have to pay 4
per cent. But it is the people of the
State that will have to face this position,
and it will mean the provision by them of
£60,000 a year to be placed under the
control of the Federal Treasurer. And
what has the Federal Treasurer done ii.
return? All that he has done for this is
to issue a bit of paper. He has to get
from this Slate £60,000 per annum and
,the Federal Treasurer will not have to
return one single penny by way of ser-
vices rendered. I know perfectly well that
lion. members opposite will answer that
we would have to pay interest if we got
the money anywhere else. 1 would cer-
tainly have to pay interest on any money
that we borrowed, but I -want the position
of the State to be appreciated in this
matter. They are only lending us a
limited amount. I am told in the first
place that what I asked for is quite high
enough. In the second place the Com-
monweaflh are merely taking advantage
of the Federal Note Act for the purpose
of finding money which does not cost any-
thing except the printing of thle notes.
Against that, however, this State will have
to pay £60,000 per annum. In a time
of crisis, such as the present, the Corn-
monwealth Treasurer is going to get from
Western Australia £60,000 a year. In my
opinion the Commonwealth authorities
had no right to ask for gold payment be-
fore issuing any notes. The Federal
Government are placing the people of
Australia in their hour of trial on the
same footing as financial institutions,
banks and so on, that are carry-
ing on operations for the purpose of pro-
fit for their shareholders, and arc in some
eases paying as high as 20 per cent. divi-
dends under normal conditions, and set-
ting aside as much as £600,000 in their
own businesses.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Which ones V
The PREMIER: I am not going to iu1-

form the hon. member. And yet the
States, that is, the people of thle States,
who, after all, are the people of the Corn-
mnonwealth, and not apart from each

other-youI cannot divide them, the people
of [lie Stales are thie people of the Com-
monwealth-are going to be made by the
Federal Government and in a crisis like
this to pay something like £60,000 per
annumi for the acconimodation they are
providing by wvay of paper money. They
are going to do practically the same thing
witl i te hanks who are almost on exactly
all fours with the people of the State,
Notwithstanding the statement which I
made to thle Press on Friday last, persons
are still asserting that the Commonwealthi
Treasuirer has niade arrangements to find
us allI the nioney we require by way of
notes to carry on the public works neces-
sary in the State. The statement, too, has
been made that Sir John Forrest was find-
ing us sufficient notes, not only to carry
on public works, but to enable the people
who were producing articles for export,
and who might be restricted at the present
time, to carry on their operations as they
dlid before, and that we would advance a
certain percentage of the value of the
product. I may say that no such thing
has ever happened.

I-on. J. Mitchell: It cannot happen
tuntil the Federal Parliament meets.

The PREIER: But it has happened
to a limited extent already. Only on Fri-
dlay last I had to find £C5,000 inl gold to
get £20.0 00 worth of notes back for it.
The lion, member says that it cannot oper-
ate.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Under Fisher's Act.
The PREMIER: The hon. member

talked about unemployment. Even if it
wvere the ease that the Federal Govern-
ment supplied all the notes we required
the public works that would he carried on
might- not account for all the men out of
work. A number of private firms, for in-
stance, have already discharged a num-
ber of their employees. As a matter of
fact we have to thank the Federal note
issue which was provided by the past
Federal Government.

Mr. B. 3, Stubbs: Which was op-
posed tooth and nail by the Liberals.

The PREMTIER : And the Common-
wealth Bank has also rendered great as-
sistance in this crisis, and just as the Lab-
our Government was responsible for the
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Federal note issue, so was a Labour Gov-
ernment responsible for the Common-
wealth Bank. Both, however, were op-
posedl by the Liberals. There are financial
men in this State who have withdrawn
their accounts from private banks and
placed them in the hands of the Common-
wealth Bank during the last fortnight.
Many of these are Liberals too, men who
had opposed the establishment of the
Commonwealth Bank. So much for
the financial position. I am of
opinion that the position is one that has
been fairly and squarely faced. Unless
we lal known what apparently the hon.
member for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell)
biew-that the Kaiser would declare war
against England-unless, I say, we had
had that great foresight, we could not
uinder ordinary circumstances have
adopted any other attitude. I am serious
in saying that I warrant the cash avail-
able tinder loans and other accounts to-
day is greater that, it was three years ago
at this particular time of the year.

H7on. J. Mitchell: Why are you sacking
men, then?~

The PRE MIER: l am not sacking men.
Hon. J. Mitchell: You are stopping

wvorks.
The PREII.ER: Let me point out that

the casht available, as I have said, is
greater to-day than it was at this time
three years ago.

Hon. Frank Wilson: How much have
you got to-day?

The PREMIER: T am not going to
publicly inform the hon. member. I
could, however, inform him if he will
call at my olfice.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I do not think
you can have more to-day.

The PREMIEx:l. have quite sufficient
and, as I say, we have more funds than
we had three years ago.

Hon. 3. Mitchell: Where do you get
yourr deficit from?

The PREMI~ER: Never mind that for
the moment.

ilr. Harper: What about your having
'imveii instructions to put men on half
t ime?

The PREMIER: The hon. member
would probably put men on full time and

pay nothing for their labour if he had
his way. We are determined that the
position shall be faced as it ought to be
faced in order to spread the burden
which has to be carried by the community
over as great an area as possible.
It is not fair to allow one smnall section of
time community, or a fewv individuals to
carry the whole burden, and be oil the
verge of starvation, while others are
probably flourishing, as under ordin-
ary conditions. Comting to the question
of emplo 'yment, it could not he expected
that we could go on finding new avenues
of employment until we knewv our finan-
ces were in a sound position. Until the
arrangement was made, we were not
warranted in spending all our available
cash, because 1 was able to learn from
Sir John Forrest that the most they could
do was what they did, and that I would
have to have the cash available in order
to obtain the notes from the Common-
wealth Treasurer. I conserved as much
cash as possible to that end, andt I shall
be able to carry on quite satisfactorily,
and have already made provision for the
Agricultural Bank. The lion member for
Northamn Said that, notwithstanding the
expenditure oC loan funds during the
last three years, we have not found a
sing-le fresh avenue (if employment.

Mr. Lander Il}e knew that was
wrong.

The PREMIER :In the three years
we have absorbed 21,000, or more, immi'-
grants. That mneans there must be more
avenues of employment. There was more
emptlo 'yment on the tat August, before
the declaration of war, that, llre3- years
ago, notwvith standing that our population
had increased to that extent.

Hon. J. Mitchell What about the
trading concerns

The PREMIER :Foremost among
time trading concerns which are finding
additional employment is the implement
works.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Howv many men are
emiployed there?

The PREMIER Between 500 and
Go0 and the employment in other firms
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has not been reduced by one per cent.,
as a result of the starting of those works.

Honl. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) :No implements were made here
previously.

The PREMIER : The hion. member for
Northern, rather than subscribe to State
socialism, would prefer to send the
money to America or Victoria, even
though it were p~roved that the im-
plements could he manufactured here
byv our own workmen at less cost
to the farmer. Rather than sub-
scribe to anything of the kind hie
would cause [ihe farmer to p~ay more
and allow his own men to stand idle and
send tile money to Victoria or America.
And what have we done in connection
withmswmuills? '[he only new mill weharve
erected, except a little sp~ot mill, has been
in our virgin karri forest, which was
previously untouched. thbough nnfortu-
irately a preat deal of it was cut away
when the lion, member for Northamn was
Minister for Lands; it was ring-harked
and killed. A forest ranger told me that
one of the most disgracefuli acis that any
Minister ever perpetrated in Western
Australia was that of thle lion, member
for Northarn when lie gave this karri
away contrary to his recommendation.

Hon. J. Mitchell :W.ho was that?
The PREMIER :I will not give his

namife.

Hon. J. 1Mitchell: It is not true.
The PREMIER :I assure the lion.

memiber it is true. That sawvmill has been
put in the virgin forest and there wvill
be anything from 500 to 1,000 men em-
ploy' ed. Is not that a new avenue of
employment?

Hon. J. Mitchell :To supply sleepers
that could have been hewn!

The PREIER They could not
have been hewn. There were more
sleeper hewers operating on the 1st Aug,-
ust than previousl 'y in tire history of the
State, notwithstanding that we had a
saw mill employing 500 men cutting
sleepers in the karri forest. Not only
is employment thuis found for 500 men,
but additional employment is found for
raiway men, lumpers and ship men.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: It established a
new town.

The PREMIER : Yes, and the lion.
member for Northarn heard of it when
there was some talk of cancelling the
contract. The Liberal organisation in
the South-West sent tip resolutions to
our friends opposite informing them
that if this contract was cancelled and
a new one entered into by the State
Government, it would mean ruination to
many Liberal supporters.

Mr. Bolton :Let the contract w'as
cancelled.

The PREMIER : Yes. The lion, mem-
ber said State steamers do not make new
avenues of employment. I say they do.
Perhaps the steamers themselves have
not done so, but we have been bringing
down cattle from a portion of the North-
West which the shipping companies
would not touch.

Hon. J. Mitchell: From the Northern
Territory, the Bovril Company.

The PREMIER :I am talking of a
portion of the North-West of this State
whence, prior to State steamers being
put on, tire total number brought down
was about 600 cattle, and this year we
have bought down 0,000 head. Is not
that a new avenue of employment? The
lion. meniber says that briekworks are
not providing extra employment. Prior
to the outbreak of the wvar there was
such a demand for bricks that it ex-
ceeded the supply. The trade naturally
has slackened off at present, bitt prior
to the 1st August some of our- public
wvorks were actuall y held upJ because the
brickvards could not supply bricks.
Even if they had been able to do so, the
price was so high that building was re-
tarded. Therefore, the State brickwvorks
provided newv avenues of employment in
the build log trade generally. Perbaps
the one exception of whlich the lion. mern-
her may boast is the milk supply, and
that, I say with some degree of pleasure,
has found less eniployment. There has
been less need for the undertaker than
previously, and this avenue of employ-
mnent has been lessened. Does the lion.
member gloat about that? This is the
one exception and( I am proud of it. This
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is the only State concern which the hon.
member can prove has not produced new
avenues of employment.

Hon. J. Mlitchiell :I never mentioned
it.

The PREMIER :We do hot require
the same number of doctors and nurses
to attend to the children as we did pre-
viously, and we (10 not need the samne
number of inspectors to catch milkmen
who used to supply impure and adulter-
ated milk to the Children's hospital,
where the children bad to take whatever
milk was provided for them. I regret
that it has been necessary to speak in
this tone, but the lion. member has taken
this opportunity, when I was to sonme ex-
tent disarmed, to draw attention to what
lie described as the mess we made of the
'finances, and to carry on the samne kind
of argument in which hie indulges in the
country when there are no Press re-
porters about;. for instance, when lie
goes to that favourite spot of his, Jenna-
pollen.

Hon, J. M-itchell: That contains the
usual amount of truth of your state-
muents.

The PREMIER: Yes, the correct
amount, and I am sorry the hion. memi-
ber is disap pointed that lie did not catch
me nappilig, as lie thought hie would do.
T am prepared to carry on pnblic works
to their full current volume, in accord-
anice with the decision of the conference.
if Sir John Forrest, as Federal Treas-
urec, is prepared to find all the notes T
-require, and T will pay four per cent.
interest on the papewr. He can make the
lprofit; I will transfer to the Commnon-
wealth £60,000 a year and will not coin-
plinl, It is pretty cheap money but the
cost of providing it is nothing:, after all
it is only notes and I have to lprovide 25
per cent. in gold before I can get that
much.

Mr. Thonias: Do you pay interest on
the 9-5 per centA

The PREMIER: Oh no. If there is
any cause to Complain in regard to the
slackening of public works I am not pre-
pared to take the responsibility for it.
I say again, that if Sir Johni Forrest
-%vill give me an undertaking that hie will

provide all the notes I require to carry
on the Albany harbour improvements, as
hie asserts by his wireless message to
catch votes, the Bunbury, Geraldton, and
F remantle harbour improvements, the
construction of railways, and- other work
so essential to the progress of this State,
and also the capital for the Agricultural
Bank, I will do my part to carry on
those works. But I decline to sit dlown
quietly and allow these statements to be
muade and repeated in all corners of the
State, whereby it is sought to shift the re-
sponsibility fromn the shoulders on 'which
it should rest on to mine, If I controlled
the note issuie. I w'oold accept the respon-
sibility for Any action I took, but I will
not accept it when someone else controls
that issue, and when I am told, as hb- the
Prime Afinisrer, that I must exercise
moderation; that the figure 1 stated was
hiigh enough.

Hon. J. Affiehell : It was good advice.

ThPie PREIER: I h-ave no doubt the
matter 'will be adjusted all right after
S atirday next. -We have met the posi-
tion fairlyv and squarely and done the

rightthingby conserving the cash we
had until this matter was adjusted, and
1 am prepared to carry on public works
and find new avenues of employment if
the Commonwealth will do their duty by
providing uis with the necessary notes.

Hon. F RANK WILSON: A remiark
wvas made that the German Kaiser h ad
gone off 1)op. I think the Premier has,
gone off l)0p this afternoon and I dto not
think he had as lunwh justificatioii as the
K1-aiser for going off pop. I regret that
tile Premier thought it necessary to in-
dulge in a tirade of abuse because the
lion. member for Northam has dared to
enipliasise the position in regard to the
Agricultural Bank, and in listening to
the Premier I have been alarmed at rthe
numbers of istances in which he has
twistedl and turned the horn, member's
observations to suit his own arguments.
Under present conditions we oughlt to be
able to depend somewhat upon our own
resources in Western Australia, and
shiould not find it necessary always to
lean up against the otlher fellow. The
one idea seemis to be to lean on the Fed-
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oral Governmient; that everything we re-
quire in Western Australia, because of
this unfortunate war, should be done by
the Federal Government.

Mir. Harper: They always blame the
other fellow.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 1 do not
agree with that policy, and I take excep-
tion to the statements wvhich have been
madle in regard to the provision which
has been meted out to Western Australia,
together with the other States, as being
something in the slialpe of robbery,
whereas, after all is said and done, it is
something in the shape of ordinary
finance. The Premier seems to be highly
indignant and has opened the vials of
his wrath and condemned all and sundry;
and Sir John Forrest, if hie hears of
this, ought to feel very small. But why?
Because the Federal Government, in con-
ference wvith the State Treasurers and
Premiers, including Labour representa-
tives, devised a scheme to assist the dif-
ferent States.

Hon. W. C. Angwvin (Honorary Mini-
ister) : How many were there?

Ron. FRANK WILSON: The report
quoted by the Premier bore the signa-
tures of Mr. Hughes and Mir. Holman.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mfin-
ister) : That was adopted at the old con-
ference.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Will the
Honorary Minister keel) quiet?

Hon. W. C. Angwvin (Honorary Min-
ister) :I was just putting you right.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: Well,
please keep) quiet. Here is a report ac-
quiesced in by members of the Govern-
ment, ad two leading Labour politicians
of Australia. They have rendered it to
the news~papers as a satisfactory solution
of the difficulty, yet it is now trotted out
as an injury to Western Australia. Of
course the Federal Government have to
receive some security for their loans to
the State. Under the Notes Act they are
bound to have at least 25 per cent, of
gold reserve, and that is the very least
they can demand from anyone they are
assisting. They must have 25 per cent.
gold reserve.

The Premier: No, you are wrong.
They must have 100 per cent.

H-on. FRANK WILSON: No, 25 per
cent, up to a certain figure, and par
above that.

The Premier: Well, they have got
above that.

Rono. FRANI( WILSON: Yet it is an
injustice because we are asked to provide
any gold whatever, and if the Federal
Treasurer will guarantee to issue notes
ad lib. we are prepared to carry on and
spend those notes. The member for
Bunbury emphasises the point which the
Premier complained about this after-
noo, namely, that they are getting four
per cent, for the balance of Treasury
bills that are issued in exchange for the
notes, less the pound that has been paid
in gold.

Mir. Thomas: It is the nearest thing
to Slivlock I have ever met. They are

chring interest for nothing.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: And the

notes can be presented at the hank to-
morrow and be paid. It is pay on de-
mand.

Mir. Thomas: They cannot pay on de-
mand.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They take
the responsibility of paying on demand
every note they issue, and so far as we
aire concerned we get something we can
use, wvhich is legal tender, and must be
accepted by the people.

The Premier: They protect themselves
by demanding a Treasury bill from me at
12 miontlis' currency, which I must meet.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Of course.
All the trend of the hon. member's argu-
ment is that lie must be loaned as much
money as hie wants, and that without
security. The thing is insufferable.

The Premier: What I assert is that we
are finding 2Z per cent. in gold and 75
per cent, in Treasury bills, which the
people of the State are pledged to meet.
That is the position.

R1on. FRANK WILSON: Of course,
and the Federal Government have to pay
gol(1 for that 75 per cent, in notes directly
they are presented, on demand.

Mir. Bolton: Then they destroy the
Treasury bills.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: Is that any
reason wh 'y we should get off? If so,
what a beautiful scheme of finance! We
can pay for all our public works in notes,
and pay no interest at all. That is the
Premier's scheme, It would be a happy
position for any Treasurer. We cannot
get away from our responsibilities.

Mr. Thomas:- They are getting interest
on money which they have never supplied.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They are
getting interest on a promise to pay on
demand, which they must supply; and
the Premier is getting a negotiable docu-
ment, which is as good as gold to him.
Let uts finish these childish complaints
about tile attitude of the Federal authori-
ties.

Mr. Dwyer: The Federal Treasurer is
on a good wicket.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Nothing of
the sort. He will be on a very poor
wicket when the notes come in. We have
an attack made on the notes, and one
cannot rise to discuss this without being
told that Mr. Fisher's Note Bill was op-
posed by the Liberals. The Liberals never
opposed it. They opposed a reduction in
the gold reserve, and it has been a God-
send to Australia and Western Australia
in particular that we have Sir John For-
rest as Treasurer.

The Premier: He made me send
£500,000 to Melbourne.

The CHAIRMAN. I must ask hon.
muembers to cease these interjections which
have been so persistently indulged in dur-
ing the bon. memher's remarks.

Hon. FRANK WJLSOIN: The whole
question is in a nut-shell. It is a question
of finance. The Premier is being financed,
the same as the other Stale Premiers, and
yet we have a round of complaints. I do
not think it is fair at all. We get helped
over a hard time, and we ought gratefully
to acknowledge it without casting any
blame on the people who are lending uts
the assistance. The Premier has been
complaining that he would not get suff-
cient to carry out his public works to the
fullest extent. He complains of the re-
port drawn uip partially by Mr. Hughes
and Mr. Holmnan, and given to the Press,
in which they state that the conference

had agreed to some scheme which would
enable tile States to carry on to the full
current volume. The Premier has ad-
mitted that the request he made to the
Federal Government was for £C130,000 per
month. He took the very obvious and
p roper course of any Treasurer in times
of stress to make his estimate as small as
hie could. He cut it down, and I think it
is a good thing he has taken such steps.
We cannot expect to go on at full top
speed in troublous times like these, and
I venture to think that if we had the
figures of the Eastern States and their
demands on the Federal Treasurer we
would find that not only have they taken
the same steps to reduce the amounts for
which they were asking, but that also
they were not getting anything like up to
the full limits they required.

Mr. Foley: Then why does your leader
use it as an election cry?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: They are
carrying on everything that has been
asked for. The Premier got all he asked
f or.

Mr. Foley: What is the meaning of
the word "normal"?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Used in
connection with expenditure I should say
it meant ordinary expenditure.

The Premier: What is the meaning of
the wires to the Mayor' of Albany?

Hon. FRANK 'WILSON: I under-
stand the Premier wired to the Mayor of
Albany and said the money would be
found for the Albany harbour works. I
presume the harbour works were in the
schedule which he put before the Federal
Treasurer, and therefore he concluded
those works would be carried on. Has
not the Federal Treasurer the right to
say he has arranged to finance Western
Australia's demands as presented by the
State Premier, seeing that he has done
so? What is all the carping criticism
about 9 It is absurd, it is childish, and
moreover it is unfair, to blame those who
are trying to assist uts to the fullest ex-
ten t.

31r. Dwyer: Why should he praise his
own generosity?

Hon. FRANK 'WILSON: He has not
done so. He has taken credit for being
able to look after Western Australia, and
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if the bon. member lives to the same ripe
old age as Sir John Forrest and can then
point to having done for Western Aus-
tralia one-tenth of what Sir John Forrest
has (lone, I will give him all the credit
wh,]ich I am attempting to give Sir John
Forrest to-day.

The Premier: No, you would niot.
Hon, FRANK WILSON: Such a

denial carries no weight. Now, we have
the Premier's lamne explanation in regard
to the Agricultural Bank. Of course he
has large comnmitmients, some £600,000,
which have to be met as the wvork is
tar-ried out and completed, He puts the
blame on the money market having failed.
No doubt it has to carry a lot of blame.
If one cannot borrow money one cannot
pay, but I do not think it was a. wise
action to stop 50 per cent, after under-
taking to pay, especially when the Trea-
surer bad the money in his hands at the
time;, and now £5,000 has been put up in
golden sovereigns, making a total of
£E20.000, And we must remember that it
does not matter whether it is in the
AgriculItural Bank or a loan office.
The namne of the institution does not
matter. If we approach repudia-
tion it matters very' much indeed. if
I give a man mny cheque for £100 and
thle money is lying at my bankers, aind I
insituct mny bankers to pay only £50 I
ani relpudiating If the bankers on their
own] behalf when the cheque is presented
say, "We can only pany £50 of that £100"
it is repudiation. and something Worse.
We require to keep) our engagements.
Let us not incur fresh liabilites, or if
we do, let them he on such terms. that
we can finance them; but for goodness'
sake, when we have once made an en-
gagement that we will pay under certain
conditions, w~hen those conditions are
fulfilled let uts see that the money is paid,
and take all the risk of being ;short,.
which apparently is the excuse of the
Premier.

The Premier: What would you do with
the institution that did not keep its bar-
gains?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I would
lake very strict measures against a
banker who dishonoured my cheque and

said he would oniy pay £50 when he had
£100 lying there. The Premier says it
was an undue demand made by a rush
of certificate holders. I cannot imagine
such a ])osition. If the certificates were
due they would be ranted; if the work
had not been completed the certifcates
would not be due, and therefore not
granted. And once they are issued they
are just like chequies. The man who has
a. certificate on the Agricultural Bank
considers it as good as a cheque on any
financial institution. But if such a man
on presenting his certificate is met with
the calm reply that he is only to be per-
mnitted to receive 50 per cent, of the
amouint, it is unfortunate in the extreme.
I refrained from commenting on this be-
cause I did niot wish to create anything
in the nature of a scare in Western Aus-
tralia on the subject. The other night
I asked the Premier to make a statement
in this connection, and I am glad he did
make it, that the balance of these certifi-
cates would be paid as soon as possible.
I am happier still to have heard him
state to-night. that lie will be able to pay
the balance very soon. A base charge
has been made that the champions of the
member for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell)
were reducing the wages of girl em-
ployees. Let me state at once that we on
this side have no champions of that de-
scription, anad that such people do niot
get any sympathy from uts. Employers
who will treat any employee-man or
woman, boy or girl-unfair ly receive 110

sympa thy from us whatever. There is
110 reason for castingl such offensive re-
marks across the Chamiber. We on this
side are not any more responsible for
such people thin athe Premier is.

MT. Foley: Did not the bon. mnemrber
he other night blamne members on the

Government side for the Youanvai
troublei

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I blamned
the unions.

Mr. Foley: Well, we blame your
union.

The Premier: Hear, hear!

Hon. THANK WILSON:- We havec
not any union. Does not the hoti. meml-
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ber interjecting support the Youannii
action, and has he not supported it all
along in this Chamber? When he hears
me supporting such action as the fire-
inier has described this afternoon. thenr
the hon. member can attack me for it.

Mr. Foley: You did support suei
action last year, and you were lucky that
it did not get into print.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
enters into a somewhat detailed account
of his trading concerns. He makes wild
statements that the State Implement
Works, which are employing some 400
or 500 hands, have opened up a newv
avenue of employment. I want to say,
however, that I do not think those works
have opened up any new avenue of em-
ploymarint. The Government have trans-
ferred to -fhat undertaking. or so I under-
stand, all the repairs of the Harbour
Works. Thley have transferred to the
Rocky) Bay establishment work which was
formerly given to private concerns, such
as Metters' works. I may point to the
huge works which the firm of Metters
erected at Subiaco, and wvhich are stand-
ing idle to-day in consequence of the
starting of the State Implement Works.
in this connection I may also remark
that the Governnient absorbed a small es-
tablishnient at Victoria Park which had
already entered oil the manufacture of
agrricultural implements.

Mr. MecLeod: At what price?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am argu-
ing about the question of employment.
I f the implement works at Rocky Bay
Find not commenced operations, Metters'
works at Subiaco would be in full swing,
and] so probably would he the works at
Victoria Park. The demand would have
been met.

Mr. McLeod: Yes; from the Eastern
Stales and America.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The State
is stilt getting agricultural implements
from the Eastern States and America,
just as fast as before. Then we have the
saw mills trotted out by the Premier as a
great avenue of employment. It is a great
avenue of employment, but one trans-
ferred from private hands to the Govern-

ment. The Premier knowvs very well that
the Government were approached by
Millars' Company with an application
for a tract of karri land, so that that
company might tender for the Federal
sleeper contract. Undoubtedly Millers'
could have been successful in obtaining at
portion of the contract. However, the
policy of the Government was to do the
work themselves. Rightly or wvrongly,
that was their policy, and they have car-
ried it out. InI a few years, I think, it will
he found that the expenditure at the State
karri mills, especially in connection with
the powellising plant, will not be satis-
factory, and that the p~roposition will not
be a payable one. That is my impression.
Still, on the argument of avenues of em-
p~loyment, as long as; the demand is
there and the State has citizens prepared
to meet the denmand it, wakes no difference
from tile point of view of employment
whether firc Government be the employer
or private capitalists go in and invest
their money.

Mx. Mcleod: But it makes a good deal
of difference to the employee.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It does not.
Otherwise, how is it we find the sleeper
hiewers leaving the employ of the Govern-
men[? Again, we have the strange argu-
mrent that the State steamers have opened
upI a fresh avenue of employment indi-
rectly, because they are bringing downi
cattle from ports not previously tapped
by cattle steamers. But does it not appeal
to lion, members that the number of cattle
brought down is controlled by the do-
niancis of the market, by thre law of sup-
ply and demand? Plainly, it is no use
bringing down more cattle than the people
can consume.

M1,r. B. J. Stubbs: The supply is never
curtailed to raise the price, is it?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The pice o
meat bas never been hig-her in the history
of Western Australia than it has been
since the Government have been running
cattle steamers. The effect of the action
of the Government in going into the mar-
ket as a buyer has been to increase the
price rather than to decrease it. In
making these remarks I am simply an-
swering the argument of the Premier,
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because he went onl to this aspect of the
matter and the other side of it wants
looking into.

The Premier: Be fair.
Hon. FRANK{ WAILSON: I am trying

to be fair. The history of the brickworks
has been sad in the extreme. We have
been trying to construct brickworks for
the last twvo years, and I do not think
that a private order has been executed by
those wvorks up) to this day. Two years
is lime enough to build half a dozen brick
works. Had I been constructing those
brickworks, I would have sacked the manl-
ager and a good many others if the works
had not been in operation twelve months
ago. Then there is the milk supply.
What is the good of talking about the
Government milk supplvq The milk of
the Government is not guaranteed to be
any better than that provided by private
suppliers properly looked after by the
Government inspectors, and it must not
be forgotten that just the other day dis-
eased cows were found at the State dairy
-farm.

Mr. MecLeod: But they were destroyed.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes; and

they wvould have been destroyed if found
on private dairies.

Mr. Elliott: The Government milk sup-
ply bad a bad effect onl the Children's
Hospital.

The Premier: You ought to be ashamed
of yourself, to sit there and say that.

H lon. FRANK WILSON: I think the
whole debate is regrettable. When a little
mild criticism is indulged in from this
side, the Premier takes the first oppor-
tunity of flaring up) like a torch. He hits
out right and left regardless of the meas-
tire we are discussing and regardless, T
am sorry to think, to a large extent of the
resonsibility of his high office. 1 hope
the Premier will devote his magnificent
talents to controlling the finances of the
State, to working in with those who are
assisting uts over a very parlous time 'in-
deed, to giving them a little considera-
tion, as he is always first and foremost
to demand consideration at their hands.

Hou, J. MITCHELL: There is one
point which wvants clearing tip. This
State has borrowed before from the funds

obtained through note issue. That was
done iii the previous Government's time.
We paid interest on the money borrowed
then, and the Premier knows that. Sir
John Forrest is not making any new de-
parture in charg-ing interest onl the money
which is being borrowed now.

The Premier: That money wvas paid in
gold.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: It was not paid
in gold. It was placed to the credit of
the Premier at the hanks.

'thle Premier; It was gold. They couid
only lend gold.

Hion. J. iTCELL: It was paid into
the banks to the credit of the Premier.

The Premier: Yes; of course it was.
Hon. J. MITcHELL: And that is just

w hat will happen now.
The Premier: This is anl entirely dif-

ferent proposition.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: The gold was

placed to the credit of the Premier, just
as the notes will now be placed to his
credit. Sir John Forrest is doing just
what Mr. Fisher did. Sir John Forrest
is treating us in exactly the same way.
We are to pay for the money we borrow.
What 1 want the people to realise is that
we are paying no more than before, tha~t
we are paying just the same, and that thle
money is coming from exactly the same
source, and also that we are only paying
onl 75 per cent, of the amount of the
notes. My friend the member for Bun-
bury (Mr. Thomas) said we are paying
4 per cent, on the full amount of the
notes received.

H~on. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : I do not think so.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I think he did.
However, we are paying only onl 75 per
cent. Nowv, the Premier says the money
costs nothing; but it costs something. To
issue notes costs from 1 per cent, to V'/3
per cent., and there is some responsibility
in connection with them. In asking 4 per
cent. Sir John Forrest is doing what Mir.
Fisher did.

Tue Premier: He is doing what Mr.
Fisher made it possible for him to do.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: Mr. Fisher, -)f
course, determined to have a Common-
wvealth note issue, By that he did an
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immense amount of harnm at the time,
because the effect was to draw an immense
amount of money out of circulation.

The Premier: That is why you op-
jiosed it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:- I had no op-
piortunity of opposing it.

The Premier: I heard you oppose it in
this Chamber.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am ex-
tremely pleased that Sir John Forrest
had sufficient foresight to build up a de-
cent reserve of gold,' a thing Mr. Fisher
did not think necessary.

The Premier: How does that affect
the position? Sir John Forrest is not
lending us the gold hie has stored tip.

H-on. J. MITCHFELL: If the Pre-
miler does not understand that one can-
not have a paper currency without a
stock of gold, it is no use my attempt-
ing to explain the matter to him. I am
pleased to have heard the manner in

-whichi my leader dealt with the question
of employmient. As regards the imple-
ment works, let me tell the Premier that
within four months of this year Western
Australia imported £46,000 worth of ma-
ebhiery from the Eastern States. Dunr-
ig the whole of last year Western Aus-

tralia imported only E17O,O0O0 worth of
agricultural implements fromn the East-
ern States. Further, the import from the
old country will not be stayed.

Sitting suspended front U.15 to 7.30 p.,m.

Hon. J. M1ITCHELL: We were dis-
cussing the number of men employed at
the implement works and I was pointing
out that, notwithstanding the establish-
mnent of those works we had imported

£C40,000 worth of machinery from the
"Eastern States last year in addition to
what was imported from oversea. I be-
lieve those works will find employment
for men not otherwise employed in West-
ern Australia, but it is absurd to say
that these 500 men are employed on the
manufacture of implements. This es-
tablishment is engaged on other works.
It is comforting to know, however, that
in this one venture of all the trading con-
cerns, there is a chance of employing

men who are not otherwise provided for.
Notwithstanding the remarks of the Pre-
rier the banks of Australia were never
in a stronger postion than they are to-
(lay. Last year they improved their
position by something like 10 millions,
aid in addition, the position of the ac-
counts improved by something like 10
millions, and the gold; reserve increased
by six millions, a record for Australia.
If we can eiport. timber, wheat, and
wool and the product of the men en-
gaged in primary production, wve shall
be in a good position, but unfortunately
wool is not worth anything like what it
was, Its value this year will probably
be 10 millions less than we would have
got for the same quantity last year.

The Premier: it is not likely to re-
main at the present price.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Instead of get-
ting 28 millions as we did last year, we
shall probably get 15 millions, and that
will be a serious blow to the people.
There is no niced to fear if the Premier
can get money to pay wages to men em-
ployed int building railways and other
useful works so easily. If Sir Johin
Forrest can find the money for the works
the Premier would carry out, this coun-
try is fortunate in having Sir John
Forrest as the Federal Treasurer. It is
fortunate that the Federal Government
have been able to give the Premier what
he asked for.

The Premier : I have not had a re-
ply yet.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The Premier
has had a reply, for he said he put up
£5,000 and got £20,000 for it. However,
it is no use prolonging the discussion. I
thought that this would he the last op-
portunity of sounding a note of warning.
This was necessary, It is useless for
the Premier to say that the payment of
50 per cent, by the Agricultural Bank
has not worked some hardship.

The Premier: I did not say that; I
said it would.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The finances
of the country will need to be very seri-
ously watchied, and if that is done there
need be no trouble. When men are em-
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ployed they must be paid, and it is
possible to employ them here and to pay
them. When it is a matter of finances,
it is just a question of merely capable
handling. In good times you can build
uip a deficit and take it out of loan
money, alld when y:ou have iiot loan
moneys to dip into, the position becomes
serious. Mlonth after month, before the
war was thought of, we wvent to the bad
and the Premier dippedf into the loan
resources.

The Premier :Who is responsible for
that?

Hon. J. MITCHELL :The Premier is.
He has more and is doing less with it.
It is just a matter of management; good
mnaigemnt on the part of the leader
of the Opposition "'len hie was in power,
and bad management from my friends
opposite. The leader of the Opposition
does not want the Premier found fault
with, and he does not want the Premier's
Administration unduly criticised -just
now. I promise the 'Treasurer in con-
nection with the matter of finance that
whenever the opportunity offers about
the country I shall refer to it. Too often
file Premier has taken an unfair advant-
age of his position to attack the Gov-
ernmnent that %%-ent before. He is always
at it.

Thc Premier :I am entitled to use
all points availahle just as you do.

]ion. J. MITCHELL :Senator Pearce
said "'Government is finance.'' The
people of time country say Government
is fiinance. and wc want thle country to
be finn need wisely and wvell.

Trhe PRE.1IER; I regret the tonle of
the debate this evening. The lion, mem-
ber for Northam must be held responsible
because lie can hardly expect, me to sit
here aiid allow him to make I lie statements
we have heard and to repeat them. I do
not take much notice of his remarks in
remote places like Jennapullen, etc.

Hon. J. Alitchell : Jennapullen is a v'ery
important place.

Tire PREMIER: It is true from a poli-
tical point of view for the hon. member,
I will admit, butl when the hon. member
comes into this House and makes state-
mnts as he has made about financial

bungling, I am entitled to put my point
of viewv forw"ard, and if necessary make
conmparisons between the financing of the
iresent Government and that of the pre-
vious Government. I agree that Govern-
nicut is finance. That is how we have been
operating for thie last three years. We
could have accomplished nothing if wve
had financed on the same lines as our
friends opplosite. I knewv wvell that our
friends opposite, with the aid of another
Jlee, would prevent u's financing in the
directioni we wan ted to do, that is in
the direction of introducing reform.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Taxation.

The PREMIER: I "-as able to fore-
see at the outset what wvas going to hap-
pen with the finances. We had not been
in office more than two nionths befCore
'ye recognised that less than 9s. was not
a living wage for a manl with a family.
When our friends opposite controlled the
fhinces they controlled them in such a
way that they could always show a slight
margin, either a deficit or a surplus, so
as to be able to reply to the artisans
w'hell a request "'as made for n living
wage. that. the finances w'ould not allow
it to be given. We admit having de-
l iheratlyl paid mien a living wvage and we
wvould do (he same again to-inorrow, and
if I cannot get the assistance of our
friends opposite to obtain the money
with wvhiichi to pay a living w'age, I will
not worry.

I-Ton. J. 'Mitchell: It is the expendi-
ture on motor cars that we object to.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
talks about motor cars; that is about as
paltry at thing as could be expected from
the lhon. meniber.

1-Ion. Frank Wilson: Cannot you dry
up; y*ou have had a cut already.

The PREMIER: I am going to reply
to the criticism of the member for Nor-
thani.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Then I will reply
again.

The PREIER : I am iiot going to
gag the leader of the Opposition; I am
only replying simply because the mem-
ber for Northan is not under the con-
trol of the leader of the Opposition. If
the leader of the Opposition likes to
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allow the member for Northam to get
out of his control, it is no use looking to
we for assistance.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You ought to
learn to control yourself; never mind
about him.

The PR'SMI1ER: Amn I supposed to
sit here and allow the member for Nor-
tham to act as spokesman for the leader
of the Opposition in order to cover uip
his tracks and be able to say that the
leader of the Opposition did not un-
fairly criticise thie Government and then
try to make the people believe that they
did not know exactly what the Govern.
inent were (loing .I have repeated that
I can close up any financial year with a
magnificent surplus by financing as our
friends opposite have done, that is by
refusing to give a living wage, or by
declining or reducing subsidies to loca
authorities or transferring revenue ex-
penditure to loan.

lHon. Frank Wilson: We never did
that; we always paid a living wage,

The PREMIER: The leader of the
Opposition cut down subsidies to hos-
pitals.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The hospitals
were better catered fur th-an they are
now.

The PRl]AMLER: Or by making the
helpless in the community less helpful.
The position is easy enough. Finance is
Government, it is true, but that is the
difference between the operations of the
two parties.

lHon. Frank Wilson: It is absolutely
inipossible for the Premnier to finance.

The PREMINIER: The lion. member
say' s so: not on the lines lie suggests or
expects us to, I cannot show a surplus
with the present means of obtaining
revenue and the present demand upon
the Treasury. I cannot meet the demands
that are made even now.

The Attorney General: Members op-
posite even wanted a motor car for a
magistrate.

The PREMIER: it was only sug-
gested this week that I might arrive' at
a place earlier in the morning in order
to see the improvements made in connec-
tion with the river. If I had declined

to give thie money the member for Nor-
tham would have been the first to com-
plain that we had not kept faith with the
promise that had been made.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : It is a waste of money at this
juncture,

The PREMIER: I am told all over
the country that there are further av-
enues for expenditure, and that I am not
complying with the wvants of the people.
1 cannot comply with them until we ob-
tain the revenue necessary in the first in-
stance. Our desire was to obtain revenue
Erom those who could afford to pay it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Tax the other
fellow.

The PREMIER: The methods adopt-
ed in thie lpast have been to tax men
without their being- able to know it, that
is, by indirect taxation. Who is paying
Ihe customs duties from which we ob-
tain a fair amount of our revenue at the
prcsent time! It is the working man.
The customs duties are largely paid
lby the working man with a family
of ten, who is paying his quota
as well as die man with £,5,000
a year and no family and living
iii luxury at Claremont. This is the
same old cry. Hide up your methods of
taxation in order that a. mnan, the wage
earner, will not appreciate the amount
that lie is paying. 1 regret that this long
debate should be necessary. Here we are
asking for supplies, and yet after the tea
adjournment have not got through the
first Committee. Three years ago, before
the general elections, lion. ineinhrs op-
posite did not even have to approach Par-
liament for supplies. They wore able to
carry on for four mnonths without any
reference to Parliament. Here, however,
it takes a whole sitting to obtain sup-
plies which are to carry on the Govern-
ment through the general elections.
Place this side by side with the actioa
of the Opposition in the Federal Parlia-
ment, when supplies were asked for not-
withstanding the fact that there was a
forced double dissolution. Here we find
there is a general election brought about
by effluxion of time, an election -which
is of course necessary. We must go to the
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country and must have supplies to

ter o duig the period over which
tegeneral elections are taking place.

Let me put two or three things
right. The lion, member for Nor-
thama says iii the first instance
that we ought to be thankful that we
have Sir John Forrest as Federal Trea-
surer to enable us to do these things.
That may he perfectly true, hut may I,
in order to allow the position to be cor-
rectly understood, explain that this mat-
ter wIas fixed and agreed to at the Pre-
mier's conference before Sir John For-
rest reached Melbourne.

Mr. Bolton. He had nothing whatever
to do with it.

The PREMIER: 'When the facts are
made known there are of course all sorts
of reasons given, hut I am merely stat-
ing what transpired.

Hon. J. Mitchell :Your complaint
then is against Air. Holman?

The PREMIER -. I am not complain-
ing at all, except from this point of
view: that the Federal Treasurer, to-
gether with his supporters, even State
members including the bon. member 'for
Northam, must have been going about
the country trying to pour ridicule upon,
the G4overnment, holding them up to con-
tempt because they say that umen are
not employed to the same extent as pre-
viously, and using- the argument that the
Federal Treasurer, Sir John Forrest, is-
finding the money for uis.

Hon. J1. Mitchell : I said nothing of
the sort-

The PREMIER - It seems to me that
all that the Federal Government are re-
quired to do, so far as Western Austra-
lia is concerned-and I am doubtful about
Victoria, because being far removed from
the seat of Government we are in a dif-
ferent position from that State-all that
they arc expected to do, at all events, is
to raise reveue and expend it. When
a crisis such as this arrives we do not
hear of people cgoing to the Federal GOv-
ernment and telling them that they must
find means of employment for the peo-
ple.

Hon. J. Mlitcellt They are employ-
ing them.

The PREMIER : I would like to know
where? One of the first acts of the
Liberal Federal Government was to prac-
tically close uip the works in Cockborn
S oiund.

Hon. J. Mitchell :Why?

The PREAKIER That is what I want
to know. Notwithstanding that Admiral
Henderson was broughlt out to report on
time question of the naval bases, and did
report upon the question of the naval
base in 'Western Australia, in Victoria
and New South Wales, as soon as this
last Federal Government camre into
power they stopped all work here, but.
it is noticable that they did not stop
tihe work at the other bases in the East-
erni States. 1. claimi that the Federal
Government is -just as much concerned,
and responsible for the employment of
people as the State Government and that
it is their duity to fiad the mnoney at such
times as these, and that they should be
responsible for seeing that thmere is no
unemnploYment in any of the States, and
that responsibility should Dot rest upon
the States. I telegraphed to the Prime
Mlinister pointing out [list there was un-
employment upon the goldfields, and ask-
ing him to employ as many men as pos-
sible in connection with the construc-
tion of the Trans-Australian railway.
The repl 'y which I got from him was
[lint they appreciated their position in
this matter, and that allt he mnen who
could be economically employed on the
trans-Australian railway Would not be
dismissed.

Mr. Bolton : They dismissed 260 men
fromn the naval base.

The PREMIER -Evidently all that
they arc responsible for is the keeping
in employmnent of the mien at present
working there. Our responsibility is
said to be to absorb all the unemploy-
nient dume to the fact [hat firms are dis-
penising wvith the services of their em-
ployees. Our hion. friends opposite
applauded the Federal Government for
doing something which was their
absolute duty to do, and which was
not a favour at all. In myv opinion the
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Federal Government are not extending
any favour towards uts, and I decline to
accept it as such. I regard it as a matter
of their duty, whether they be a Liberal
or a Labour Government, to do just what
they are intending to do at the present
time. It is a fair proposition whilst ap-
plauding the Federal Treasurer, Sir John
Forrest, for his action that it should not
lie held up as any' thing but a duty de-
volving upon him to absorb any unem-
ployment which exists. It certainly is
one of the wvays in which the Federal
Government should spend their money at
the present time. They have told us that
our- figure for our expenditure is quite
high enough, and that we must exercise
moderation. That is tantamount to say-
ing that if we go higher they will not
give us the money. I gave them our re-
quireients for 12 months, and all the
particulars thant I could obtain were sent
to the Prime Minister, and Sir John For-
rest. We told them what we had already
expended (luring the previous 12 months,
and[ also the minimum departmental re-
quiremients that uinder the circumstances
would be required to be provided by the
Federal Treasurer.

Hon. J. Mitchell: They are giving you
that.

The PREMIER : I have not heard so
yet. I have no assurance from the Prime
UMister that they are treating 'is as the
other States are being treated. I am told
by the Premier's conference that they are
going to provide all the money necessary
for public works to their full current
volumne. I have told them what we re-
quired last year, and what our require-
ments would be for this year, and what
uinder the circumstances would be suffi-
cient to enable us to carryv on. The leader
of the Opposition has said that I have
held up the payments of the Agricultural
Bank, notwithistanding that it was only
a matter of £20,000. He must have,
known wvhen he made the statement that
it was not correct.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I did not say it.
The PREMITER. You said it was only

a matter of £20.000.
Hon. Frank Wilson: You said that you

could commence the repayment of the

money you had stopped now that you
had £20,000. You paid £5,000 in gold
and had £.20,000 in notes for it. There-
fore you were going to pay the 50 per
cent, which you had stopped from the
£20,000 to enable you to carry on.

The PRE'MIER : I do not think the
leader of the Opposition appreciates the
position. At the time when I had to re-
duce the payments from the Agricultural
Bank by 50 per cent. 1 was unaware how
far the Federal authorities wvere going to
assist us. We approached the Federal
Treasurer and had him in Cabinet, but
lie was not able to tell us.

Hon. Frank Wilson : You knew they
would assist you as far as they could.

The PREMIER: I did not ever know
that or wvhether they would assist uts at
all. The action I took was merely to con-
serve as much as possible without bring-
ing about any undue hardship, the cash
which we had available. As soon as a
decision was arrived at I decided to get
into touch with the Federal Prime Min-
ister, as Sir John Forrest had left Mel-
bourne, aski ng what he could immediately
make available. This was not under the
arrangement made at the Premier's coni-
ference because that had not been de-
cided. I made application in accordance
with that arrangement some time ago,
before the Federal Treasurer arrived
in Melbourne, but I have bad no reply.
I decided, instead of waiting, that in
accordance with the promise that I made
to Parliament, I would endeavour to
get a certain amount to carry on immedi-
ately. I asked whether they would make
£20,000 in notes available, if I made
available £5,000 and this I did. As soon
as that is absorbed I will make a further
claim upon that basis. It does not mean
that £20,000 is the full extent of the dif-
ference we had to meet. Supposing it
was £E20.000 and I had found that £20,000
tinder the conditions prevailing at time
commencement of last month, what would
have been the position? It would have
meant a loss to the extent of something
like £E80,000, because that £20,000 could
now be turned into £100,000 in notes.
There is the position. Instead of being
.able to find £20,000 worth of notes fo
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£E5,000 in gold that £20.000 would have
been gone, while to-day 1 could turn it
into £100,000.

Hon. J. Mitchell : You cani turn that
into gold if you want to.

The PREMIER: But I cannot turn
gold into notes on the saine basis. I am
pointing out what would have happened
at the time I reduced the 50 per cent, in
the Agricultural Bank. If I had paid
out time money I could not have turned it
into notes to-day. To-day I could get
£100,000 for it.

Hon. J, lkitchell : If you will get me
the noles [ will get you £20,000 in sove-
reigns, The Premier has not the notes
in his pocket.

The Attorney General: The hon. memt-
her must be a miracle worker.

The PREMIER: I regret that it is
necessary for me to make all these ex-
planations at this stage. I think every-
one appreciates the fact that the time is
a tiying- one from the point of view of
the Treasurer. I certainly think that the
public appreciates the fact and that the
leader of the Opposition appreciates it
too. I think that while it may be granted
that the Opposition are entitled to fairly
criticise thre Government, even in such cir-
cumstances as these, they are not entitled
to keep urp that carping criticism which
has come from the lion. member for Nor-
tham, anid make wild statements which
are not in accordance with the facts at
all and expect one to sit doivn and give
no reply. I do not propose to do it. t
will grive the Opposition all their rights
so far as criticism is concerned, but I can
fairly ask iii the eirctunstanccs now ex-
isting that they should regard themselves
responsible to some extent for assisting
to find means to relieve the distress in-
stead of all thic time criticising us and
not assisting. Thre leader of time Opposi-
tion in an interviev With the Press3 took
up the correct attitude in stating that hie
is not called upon to accept responsibiilitv
for ny of the Government's actions,
altlmonghi hie may be consulted and may
agree to any course they adopt. We have
consulted him in conformit y with an ar-
rangenient made on matters connected
with the work of Parliament. I am pre-
pared to carry the responsibility for the

whole of our acts. Naturally the Gov-
erment must do so, but in the special
clrcLUnistances which have arisen I ask the
Opposition to give me assistance to carry
on and relieve distress and avoid further
dIistress.

Hon. Prank Wilsoni: We will igive

The PRE MIER : That is all I am ask-
ing, but if the Opposition are going to
criticise the action of the Government
they should criticise fairly add in accord-
alice with facts, and not endeavour to
bring the Government into ridicule anid
mnake their position more difficult than it
otherwise would be.

Question put anid passed.

[The Deputfy Speaker took the Chair.]

Resolution reported. arid the report
adopted.

Commit tee of T11oys and Means.
The House having resolved into Comn-

mnittee of Ways and Means, Mr. Price iii
the Chair,

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan)
Moved-

That towards making good the sup-
ply granted to His Majesty for the ser-
wece of the year ending 30th June, 191.5,
a sum not exceeding £1,250 .000 he
granted front the Consolidated Revenue
F'und, and fronm the General Loan Fund
£'200,000.
Question passed.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Resolution reported. arid the report

adopted.

Supply Bill introduced, etcetera.

In accordance with the foregoing reso-
Iltions, Supply Bill introduced, passed
through all its stages, anid transmitted to
the Legislative Couincil.

BILLS (5)-RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.

1. Osborne Park Tramiwa 'vs Purchase.
2. Foodstuffs Commission.
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S. Bunbury Motor 'Bus Service.
4. Agricultural Bank Act Amendment.
Without amendment.
5. Electoral Act Amendment.
With amendments.

BILL, - GERALDION AGBJCTJL-
TUBAL, AND HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY'S LAND.

Received from the Counci and read a
first time

BILL-FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

All Stages.

Received from the Council and read a
first time.

Second Reading.
Eon. WV. C. ANOWIN (Honorary Min-

ister-Northi-East Fremantle) [8.12] in
moving the second reading said: Members
will see from a mere glance at the measure
that it is for the purpose of assisting
friendly societies during the present crisis.
A niumber of members of friendly socie-
tics have joined the expeditionary force
which will be leaving this State, and other
members will in all probability be unable,
through lack of employment, to continue
to pay the full amount of their contribu-
tions. This Bill is introduced with the
consent of the registrar to allow the
friendly societies, if they so desire, by
resolutior of their members to grant relief
from paymnt of the wvhole or part of
the contributions which are due, at the
same time reserving to the members who
will he leaving the State and to those
uniable to pay owving to the crisis, their
full benefits and rights as if they
had continued to contribute to their res-
pective societies. A deputation recentl y
waited on the registrar asking that relict
should he given, as is provided for in
this Bill, to enable the societies to allow
the members under such conditions to
continue as members. If they lose a con-
siderable number of members through the
non-payment of dues, it will be serious for
the societies. At the same time, every
provision necessary to protect the sta-

[36)

bility of the societies has been introduced
into the measure. Every action must be
approved by the registrar before the re-
duction can be made. Other powers are
given whereby the registrar may, if he
thinks necessary, approve of a levy to
be placed on members who are in a posi-
tion to pay the contribution, and a pro-
vision is made whereby the societies can
at a later date claim the payment of
back dues either in whole or in portion,
as decided by a general meeting of mem-
bers. I do not know that I need say any
more on the matter. It is a Bill purely
for the purpose of meeting a contingency,
if it is necessary to do so, and it will
only come into operation by proclama-
tion. I move-

That the Bill be now. read a second
time.
Ho". FRANK WILSON (Sussex)

[8.16]: 1 think it is a very proper Hill to
pass. It requires very little debate. The
p)rov'isions have been explained by the
Honorary Minister and the only position
we need to concern ourselves with is in
connection with the stability of the socie-
ties. In this regard everything depends
upon the Registrar, who can at any time
direct a levy to be made on the members
in order to preserve the stability of the
society. I think that a Bill which tends
to allow members of a friendly society
to go to the war to fight for the Empire
or which relieves any who unfortunately
may, he thrown out of employment either
dir ectly or indirectly as a result of the
crisis we are passing through, should he
supported by hon. meimbers.

Question put and passed.
Bill rend a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BTLL-LEEDERVILLE RATES VAL-
IDATION.
All Stages.

Introduced by the Minister for Works
and read a first time.
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Second Reading.
The MIlNI STER FOR WORKS (Hon,

W. 1). Johnson-Guildford) [8.20] in
moving the second reading said: The Bill
has been rendered necessary through the
introduction of thle validating Bill for t he
municipality of Cotteslce. It appears
that when that Bill was passed to validate
lie rates of Cotiesloo which were intvalid

owing to thle neg-lect of the mayor in not
signing the rate-book, soale of the bIg'
l and agents busied themselves going roun~d
inspecting the rate-books of other
nmunicipal it ies with a view to see-
ing- i 1! hey could legally refuse
to pay the rates. They discovered
that the Leederville mnun icipality was in
somewhat the same position as tlhnt of
Cottesloe, where the mayor had neglected
to initial the pages of the rate-book,
althoug-h the rate had been struck accord-
ig to the Act. Another section of the
Act prescribes that a copy of the memno-
rand ur which appears in the rate-book
shall be published in the Press. In this
ease some notification was given to the
Press. hut the memorandum was not pub-
lished in full. This w'as discovered by
some of the land agents, and they ref used
to pay their rates. The Leederville coun-
cil appealed to the Government to have
a vanlidating Bill put through. T sent an
officer out to insp)ect the books to see
whether everythin g else w'as in order or
whether anything further was necessary
to put the man iipalitv' onl a sound foot-
ing, from the rate-collecting point of view'.
Thai officer pointed out certain informiali-
ties in previous ratings, anl evidence of
carelessness, and consequentl -y the Bill is
not only to validate the rate struck last
"ear. but also rates previously struck.
The Government had no alternative to
responding to the request of the munici-
plnily, and the Bill is introduced as a
result. However, I would like to point
out to the municipalities that Parliament
cannot go on continually considering Bills
of this description. T wish to draw the
attention of the municipalities to t he fact
tlint under the Act if certain prescribed
things are not done a penalty is entailed,
and it will become necessary for the Gov-
ernment to enforce some penalty if the

mayors of municipalities neglect to carry
out the duties they have pledged' them-
selves to perform. I understand that in
thisplresent case the mayor was not aware.
that this was necessary and, the neglect
having taken place in previous years. it
was allowed to become general. I make
these reirarkis in order to appeal to the.
miinicipalities to study thle Acet, and to
appeal to the administrative officers,
namnel, the town clerks of filie various
lnuu cpalil ics, to draw attention to the
fact flint[the mayors have these dities to
perform,. and that the 'y should be per-
formed in order to avoid the necessity
for tilec introduction of these Bills whtich
mean expense and anl amount of unneces-
sary trouble to Parliament.

H~on. Frank Wilson: Can you not fine
thle town clerk?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
The Act says it is the mayor who is liable.
We must of coarse hiame the town clerk,
for lie is tlie manl who should attend to
these matters. However, the Act pre-
scribes that iti cases of neglect of this
description a penalty can he enforced.
No one would like to enforce a penalty
against any mayor, bilt it is worth while
drawing attention to the fact that if it
goes onl much further Parliament will see
that something is done to avoid repeti-
tion. T move-

That the Bill be nov, read a second
time.
Question passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcetera.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, the
report adopted.

Readl a third time and transmitted to
I he Legislative Council.

BILL-WORKERS' HOMES ACT
AMNDMENT.

All Stages.

Introduced by the Preniier and read a
first time.

Second Reading.
The PREMITER (Hon. J. Scaddan-

lrown BEil-Ivanhoe) [8.27] in moving
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the second reading said: This is a small
measure to 'snable the Workers' Homes
Board to extend the due date of payment
of any moneys payable by a lessee or
mortgagor to the board in the case of
hardship. Eatch ease under this measure
will have to be dealt with on its merits,
and the terms and conditions must be
subject to the approval of the Minister.
A number of successful applicants for
workers' homyes have made application in
at general way for the suspension of their
payments to the board, but I "'as not
prepared to approve of such applicati ons
because it would enable those-who were
perliajps not justified in obtaining this
consideration -having the powers that
would be given to them under this to
refuse to pay anythnig furlther to the
board until we had passed through thle
present crisis. I recognised ait the samte
time that there was quite a nutmber wvho
perhaps through nunemployment or rakue-
tion in salary or wages would not be able
to keep) up their present payments. The
existing Act provides heaA-y penalties for
getting into arrears. Power is given to
thle board to forego those penalties, and
after consultation with thie bear(] we
agreed that it would be better to give tie
board power to extend thle payments
under such terms and coniditions ats (lie
board think fit, subject to the approval
of the Minister. The only way of doing
this in a proper legal form is by a Bill of
this nature. I move-

That the Bill be now, read a second
tune.
Heon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)

[8.29] :The Premier has been good
enough to consult me in connection with
this measure, and it seemis to me the
provision really ought to have been in-
cluded in the original Act. I think the
House can safely pass the Bill, for the
powver given can only be exercised after
the approval of the Minister, which is a
sufficient safeguard.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

]it Committee, etcetera.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

BILL-LICENSIG ACT AMEND-
MIENT (No. 2).

Al.1 stages.

Introduced by the Attorney General,
and read a first time.

Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. W'alker-Kanowna) [8.34]: In mov-
ing the second reading of this Bill a few
words only, I trust, of explanation will
be necessary. It is a measure produced
by the times we are in, and may perhaps
be necessary. 'My hope is that we shall
not have to put this Bill into operation.
The Bill provides that there shall be
powver, by proclamation, to restrict or
prohibit the sale, offer for sale, supply
or gift of liquor, with in any licensing
district, or anly defined portion of any
licensingr district. It further provides
that, if it should be deemed necessary,
by proclamation there can he a limita-
tion of the hoUlrs in which on licensed
premises liqluor may be sold. Then it pro-
v'ides that we shall have the use of, that
we shiall keel) intact, the powters con-
ferred by the Licensing Act, 1911, and
by that measure which was passed for
the Jprevenltion of sly g-roggeries. But
this Bill goes further still. As regards re-
mole parts of the State wvhere sly drink-
ig and groggeries exist, it provides that
a p~olice constable, wvithout warrant, shall
have the powver to search premises, and
also to search vehicles which may be sns-
petted of conveying initoxicants to a
camp of any kind, or to a township, or to
an 'y place where thle consumption of
liquor mnay ensue. Thme Bill gives powter.
moreover, for the seizure of alcohol so
suspected of being intended to be used]
for sly groggery pturposes. and] for the
retention of that gleohlol unltil tile em-
bargo shall have been removed by pro-
clamation, or this measure shall have.
ceased to have force. I would rather
have seen the Bill p~rov'ide for the con-
tinuance of these powers until the eite-
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inies of His Majesty had ceased to be
enemies, until thie war had ended, as has
been the case with the othier emergency
measures which have been introduced.
However it is provided in the Bill that
this measure shall operate only until
March, 1915, In the Anterim, of course,
another Parliament will have been
elected to take charge of affairs; and if
it should be found necessary to continue
this measure, or to re-enact it, that
course will devolve onl the ensuing Par-
liament. In the meantime w~e do not
know when it may be necessary to ime
the drastic powers provided by this Bill.
There are some parts of the State, as
we know, where excitement between those
who are loyal to the British Empire and
those who may feel that their patriot-
jsni leads them to be otherwise, to be
pantriots of alien countries, may lead to
all kinds of riot and disorder. We can-
not tell whore, under drunken excite-
mnent, danger may crop uip,. and to what
it may lead, I do not want to enlarge
upon the disabilities that may come from
drink in lime of great 1)lhiic excitement.
The measure is one which has been
found necessary in belligerent coun-
tries, and in the Home country itself.
ft may be, I hope it will not be, an ab-
solnte necessity to put this measure in-
to force here by proclamation. How-
ever, until the Measure is given Vitality
by means of a proclamation, it has no
weight. Its value lies in giving certain
powers, should the exercise of those
powers ever become necessary. That is
the essential feature of the measure,
which I do not think requires any lengthy
speech in order to commend its principle
to the Clhamher. I therefore move--

Thawt the Bill be now read a second
time.
Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)

[8,381 :I must confess that I viewed
this measure with some concern when I
first read it through. The powers it eon-
tails fire so drastic, covering as they do

aboueprohihition by proclamation in
any portion of the State, and also abso-
lute control over the hours of opening
and closing. Therefore,' one hesitates

soelittle time before making up one's

mind to agree to such a measure. The
powers conveyed by the Bill are, in our
existing leg-islation, referred to the peo-
ple. We have recognised the right of the
people in the various districts to settle
these questions; but, of course, thle times
make all the difference in the measures
that we have to pass. At the present
juncture I recognise we may deem it ne-
cessary, for instance, to declare martial
law. The Federal Government may de-
clare martial law, and if they do they
will have all the powers contained in this
measure. Having proclaimed martial law
they could do anything they thought ne-
cessary in the interests of peace aind
good government. Therefore I think it
would be wvise to give the Government
the power that they seek; in ease such
power has to be exercised in the interests
of the community as a whole. T think
so more especially as our Parliament is
dyingr is pretty well dead, and we will
have anl interregnumn of perhaps two or
three months before we can possibly call
the new Parliament together, to pass
legislation of this description, should it
be neces9sary. Therefore, after consulta-
tion with the Premier, I have consented
to pass legislation of this description, as
I realise that, notwithstanding the powers
under the Bill are so extensive, they
will be put into operation only if the
occeasion and the necessities of the tine
should require that course. It appears
to me, however, in connection with this
Bill that if the Government have to ex-
ceise, for example, the po-wer of total
prohibition iu any given district for any
lengthened period. ii: would be a hard-
ship on the licensees. Their trade for the
time being would be absolutely closed
down: and it is 9 question whether, un-
der such circumstances, we should not
impose some of the burden oil the land-
lords,. the owners of the licensed proper-
ties. I throw this out as a suggestion
for consideration, whether we should not
include in t-his measure a clause to the
effect that if licensed houses have to be
closed in the interests of the public in
any given district, then during such clos-
ure the licensees shall not, at any rate, bhe
liable to pay the whole rental of the pre-
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mise$. I think it would be equitable if
Lte licensees were exempt from paying
the full rentals during such periods. The
rentals of these establishments are fairly
high. as lion. members know.

The Premier: I do not think licensed
premises would be closed absolutely.
They would only be prevented from sup-
plying drink.

Hon. FPRANK WILSON! It comes to
the same thing.

The Premier: N.o. Hotels provide
accommodation for travellers. The State
hotels do, anyhow.

Hion. PRAN"K WILSON: The Pre-
irner must realise that the rentals, or the
ingoings. which are enormious. are fixed
upon the business that can be dolflt- IQ n
I le sale of intoxicating liquor. Othrr-
wise these ti'Oinises would nlof require
any license, except a hoarding_ house
liense. 11 is from the sale of liquor that
the profit comes. Therefore it seems to
mne that we jaiight take that fact into ,onl-
sideration. A very shodt clause would
mieet the position, giving power to sus-
piend the payment of rent during suchl
lime as licensed houses arc debarred from
selling liquor. If that were done, I do
not think there could be any exception
taken to the measure. Together with the
Attorney General, I believe, or at any
rate T hope, that we shall never need to
put the measure into operation. 1 trust
that the fears expressed by seine sections
of the community as to trouble arising,
which would necessitate the putting of
this measure into operattion, will prove
to be false. At any rate, we must clothe
the Government with sufficient powers to
preserve the peace and good order of the
community during the present crisis.
Therefore 1 am taking no exception to
the Bill. I am merely pointing out that
such a clause as I have suggested, and
which possibly some legal gentleman op-
posite would frame, might be acceptable
to the Government. Perhaps the Attor-
ney General will consider the matter. I
think that such a clause should be in-
cluded; and, if it were, the measure
would be assured of readier aceeptation
at the hands of the public generally. rhe
amendment might be made here, and the

Bill could be sent to the Legislative
Council on Thursday. I presmuie that
although the Attorney General did not
mention it, he has been in consultation
with the police, and he has acted after
due consideration.

The Attorney General: Absolutely.
Mr, D)WYER (Perth) [8.46] : As the

Attorney General has pointed out there
is need for a measure stich as. this in
the present crisis, but Lthink in a case of
.this kind the owner should bear his pro-
portion of any loss incurred. There is
no doubt that in normal circumstances
the rent of an hotel is fxed on the under-
standing that it shall remain open dur-
ing certain hours and the lessee agrees
to pay tent in consideration of being
allowed to keep open during those hours;
therefore if any restriction of hours takes
place it is only' equitable that the lessor
of the premises should bear his propor-
tion of the loss. If the hotelkeoper suffers.
through being obliged to close for a cer-
tain time, not only hie, but thle landlord
should hear his proportion of the loss.
Of course the rent is; only one considera-
lion. There are also the rates and thie
same principl appl ies, hecanlse what is
equitable for the landlord as regards the
rates and license fees should also be good
and equitable as against the persons to
whom the license fees and rates are pay-
ahle. Therefore T submit that the Bill
should be made to apply equally to all
parties concerned. When there is a loss
onl one side, it must be counterbalanced
In' a corresponding diminution on the
other side' If the licensee of the hotel
loses his trade to the extent of
the time lie is forced to close, the
landlord to whomn lie pays the rent, and
the persons who collect rates and taxes
and license fees, should also hear their
proportion. I think that another clause
is ahsolutely necessary to provide for
what I have suggested in the event -of a
proclamation heing made under Clause 2
or Clause .3.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Kan-
owna) in reply [8.50]: The suggested
amendment commends itself to me. There
is only one difficulty about it, however,
and it is the possibility of delaying the
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passage of the Bill. The suggestion that
thle amendment might be made in another
Chamber, however, gets over the diffi-
culty. I will accept the suggestion, more
particularly as it emphasises one par-
ticular phase of the question which apart
from this Bill I am interested in). it
shows that the real value paid for by the
publican is the license.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Undoubtedly.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

license is the sole thing that has rental
value, and adds a rental value to the
p~remises; and the point that goes further
with me is that if that be the value, it is
the State's property. The State only
charges at nominal fee for the license,
an(I yet the moment that license is
granted enormous rentals follow, and
that really' should be the property of the
State. I am not sure whether we could
get that inserted; wve should not forego
what is really the State's property.

lion. Frank Wilson: Unfortunately
you are not reaping profits out of your
State hotels.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
are, undoubtedly, whereas private indi-
viduals get the profits under the existing
state of affairs. Howvever, I am not
anxious to inflict an~y injury upon those
conducting trades of this kindl, and as my
object is to protect the general public in
ease of emergency I see no objection to
tile introduction of the amendment. 'I
will have it drafted and forwarded to
another place.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcetera.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Bead a third time, and transmitted to
[lhe Legislative Council.

BILTr-ROAI) CLOSURE.
Order discharged.

Order of the Day read for considera-
tion in Commrittee of the Road Closure
Bill.

The M1INTSTER FOR LANCDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath) : In viewv of the fact that I

require further investigations to he made
in regard to two of the closures included
in this Bill, I move-

That the Order of the Day be dis-
charged.
Question passed, the Order discharged.

BILL-SPECIAL LEASE ENAB-
LING.

In Commnittee.
MAr. Price in the Chair; the Minister

for Lands in charge of lte Bill.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Ratification of Agreement:
The M[NISTER FOR LANDS: When

considering this Bill on the second read-
ing-, members were desirous of securing
further information in regard to the ex-
act locality of this area. I made the maps
available on the Table of the House for
Ihe information of members, and if they
have not seen them, I may say that this
area is in Hanover Bay, running from
Halfway Bay to St. George's Basin, and
arong the coast, between Derby and
Wyndham; what might be termed the ex-
trenme northern part of Western Austra-
lia. It is in the electorate represented by
the member for Kimnberley. I do not
know whether that bon. member has ever
visited his constituents in that part of the
State; if lie has lie will be able to supply
further informiation in regard to the
locality. In discussing this matter with
Mr. Cole, that gentlemnan stated that he
had visited the locality and had satisfied
himself that it was suitable for his re-
quirements. Personally, I am of the
opinion that anly settlement in this pal-
ticular area will not be caried out with-
out those who are undertaking the enter-
prise meeting with considerable difficul-
ties. In the first place all the information
we have leads us to believe that in this
ar'ea the aborigines are perhaps the most
difficult to deal with that there are in the
whlole length and breadth of Western
Australia; and the fact that there are
several missions alon13g this coast, north
.and south of this locality, where different
denominations are seeking to win the
aborigines over to a more peaceful life,
indicates that the intending settlers may
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encounter some trouble. However, this
is the area selected for settlement, and in
view of the fact that the conditions re-
quire that the land shall be used for the
purposes set forth, it is a matter for the
lessee's own responsibility in regard to
the area.

Mr. MALE: I must thank the Min-
ister -for making available the plan
showing thle locality. I have no objection
whatever to the B4ill as introduced. It
does not of course altogether appeal to
me as being the most suitable place in
which to start tropical agriculture, for
it is, I suppose, as far isolated from a
port as it can possibly be. There are no
ports in the vicinity but there are the
makings of ine ports, and it will be
necessary for any company to provide
itself with shipping facilities. Unless
they take a fair number of white men
with therri it seems to ine that they will
be courting g-reat dainger. 'in view of
past hiap-penings in that part of the
State it would be advisable for anyv com-
pany to see that it wvas properly pro-
tected and in a position to look after
itself. [ have pleasure in supporting-
the measure.

Clause put and passed.
Chinse 2-arreed to.
Schedule, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without ainendweftt and

thle report adopted.
Read a third time and transmitted to

the Leg-islative Council.

ADJO URNMENT-SPECIALL.
The PREMTIER (Hon. J. Scaddan-

Brown HiUl-Ivanhoe) [9.3]: I mov--
That the House at its rising adjourn

until 4.30 p.m. on Thursday next.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.4 p.m.

teoislative Council,
Wednesday, 2ud September, 1914.

P503
Personal Explanation: Hon. J. J. Holmes and

the civil service...........987
Motion: Agricultural flank Advances........9
Bill" : Bills of Sale Act Amendment, report, 3Ln. 990

Singia Grass Tree Conacession Confirmation,
3a.................998

Supply (No. 2), £1,450,000, 2R., Cow., Ur. 990
Workers' Homes Act Aniendment, 2R., COrn.,98

39.J . I I I. I. M
Leederville Rates Validation, 2a., Core., 313. 1008
Liceing Act Amenidment, 2R Corn 3 Ri. 10019
Special Lease Enabling, 2R., &om., 36. 1012
Rights in Water and Irrigation, Core., 3Ri. 1020

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION?

lMon. JI. .J. Hlmells and the Civil Servier.
I-on, 3. J, HOIAI ES (North) [4.331:

Mlr, President., last eveningz the leader of
tlire R oue lhiugh lit to iiinile :111 attack
on mue, and sayv things in connection with
inYself thlit, if they were true. would
iracticallv forbid nie to be entitled to re-
main a Ileirber of this H-oulse. The wor-st.
feature of the whole thing is that the
liron, gentleman knows perfectly wvell that
what lie say)s is not trueC lie said tht[ I
made use of language of the ale house
anti the r actirse spieler. lie said,
furil ir. that I had pushed cite officer
oit of the service whilst I was Minister
for Railway' s, diet this officer wvas re-
placedl by a mian who hrul heen dismissed
from (hle railwa 'y service for mialliipulating
cash, and who had been guilt>- of dis-
g"raceful conuct; and further, that 1',
kinowinig it to be so, appointed this man
a -s confidential secretary, and that the
manru was nio better I han a low pimp anld
a cash nmanipulator, and that the new
eoofidenial secretary to the Minister was
kicked out of the service. The hon. gen -
tlemaii knows all the facts in connection
with the niatter, for lie wvas in the House
at the time. Further, lie was one of a.
tniubcer of gentlemen who complimented
me upon01 the stand f took on that occasion.
Trrire. I dlid appoint, and the hon. gentle-
mnan knows it. a roin to a position in the
ser-ice, amid lie was3 practically one of the
smartest railway men in the State. I ap-

987


